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NGST Digital Test Guidance and information for teachers

NGST
All students require headphones to access this test. 
If you are using NGST on a tablet device, you must ensure that the 
spellchecker has been turned off before testing begins. 

Introduction

The New Group Spelling Test (NGST) is a fully adaptive, digital test for students aged 6 to 
14+. The test will comprise 3 forms of equivalent difficulty (A, B and C) to support termly 
testing and all questions will be delivered via audio.

NGST Digital 
Form

Year Group
England and Wales Scotland Northern Ireland

A Years 2–9+ P3–S2+ P3–Year 10

B Years 2–9+ P3–S2+ P3–Year 10

C Years 2–9+ P3–S2+ P3–Year 10

When to test 

We recommend administering NGST three times a year: once in each term. This will allow 
the most effective monitoring of spelling progress.

Another possible way of using NGST would be to screen all students in the first term of the 
year. This screening can identify weaker readers for whom an intervention can be put in 
place. The intervention group can be screened again in the second term and all students 
again in the third term.

Adaptive testing with NGST 

NGST is fully adaptive, which allows students to be tested according to their performance 
as they are taking the test rather than by age or year group. Each student’s performance 
is assessed as they complete the test and the questions are adapted to be in line with 
the ability they demonstrate. This is a benefit, particularly to students with a low spelling 
attainment as they can be tested with words at a lower level than that determined by age, 
and for students with high spelling attainment as they can be tested with words that better 
reflect their skills.

NGST comprises two sections: Single Word and Spelling in Context, which is made up of 
sentence completion items. All students will start with the Single Word section. If a student 
achieves a very low score in the Single Word section then they will not be taken to the 
Spelling in Context section and the test will finish early. 
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Testing time will be approximately 20–25 minutes. However, please note that as  
NGST is adaptive the time taken to test each student will vary, so some will finish 
before others. 

So:

• All students will start the test with the Single Word section
• The programme will determine the first question based on date of birth and each

student will progress through the test according to performance
• Students with very low scores will only see the Single Word section

Administering the test 

Note: The test administrator will need to read through the following instructions well in 
advance of the test session. 

Prior to testing 

It is strongly advised that you go to: 

https://help.testingforschools.com/display/HOH/Getting+Started

Important note: If you are using NGST on a tablet make sure that the following keyboard 
settings are turned off before testing begins. 

This example shows how to turn off specific keyboard settings on an iPad. If you 
are using NGST on another tablet device, please consult the user manual for your 
specific tablet.

Go to the Settings icon and under General all of these options should be visible. Please 
make sure that they are all turned off.

• Auto Capitalisation
• Auto-Correction
• Check Spelling
• Predictive
• Enable Dictation

https://help.testingforschools.com/display/HOH/Getting+Started
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This must be done on each student’s tablet before testing begins.

If, on the day of testing, you experience any technical difficulties please contact the 
Technical Support team on 0330 123 5375 or email support@gl-assessment.co.uk 

Administration 

The test must be administered in a formal test environment with students made aware that 
they are taking a test and that the usual expectations of behaviour and constraints of a test 
session will be in place. 

Each student will need either their own personal computer with a mouse, or a tablet, 
along with a high quality set of headphones. You are advised to check that headphones 
are working and that sound levels are appropriate before logging on to Testwise. 

All administration instructions are incorporated into the test programme but please 
introduce the test session and check that students understand the instructions and the 
method of answering by walking around the room as they work through these parts of  
the test. 

When students are settled, explain that they are going to take a test that will show how well 
they can spell a variety of different words. Students must work in silence but if they have a 
query they should raise their hand and wait for the teacher to approach them. Answer any 
questions at this stage and explain that you cannot help with any of the test questions. 
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Reassurance 

Further explain that the test starts with some practice questions to get them used to the 
real questions, that all instructions are on the screen and that they should work through 
each section at their own pace. 

Single Word example question

All students will start the test with the Single Word section and will see the following 
practice question followed by another similar one. 

The voice over will ask the students if they can spell the example word. 

Once the students have clicked on ‘Next’ they cannot return to the previous question. 

In the practice section students will receive feedback telling them whether they have 
answered correctly or incorrectly. However, this will not be a feature of the test. 
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Because NGST is adaptive, each student will see a different set of test questions. 
Performance in the Single Word section will determine whether a student is then taken on 
to the Spelling in Context section.

Spelling in Context 

This section is made up of sentence completion items and has two example questions, 
starting with this one, with feedback. 
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During the test

During the test session, you should periodically walk around to prevent copying and to 
ensure that students understand how to answer the test on-screen. Any students showing 
signs of difficulties should be given assistance. However, you should give no help at all in 
the choosing of answers or explaining text. 

Testing time will be approximately 20–25 minutes. Some students may finish in a shorter 
time and should have work to hand so that they remain occupied until the whole group has 
completed the test.
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At the end of the test all responses will be stored on the Testwise server. Please do not turn 
off any computer until the students have clicked on the End of Test button and have been 
taken back to the page showing that the test has been taken:

The test environment

As mentioned above students completing NGST need to be in a quiet room without 
interruptions. Enough time should be allocated to allow students to settle, be given 
the introduction to the test and complete it. A total of 40 minutes should be sufficient to 
introduce and administer the test.

Students should be told they they must work in silence but that if they have a query they 
should raise their hand and wait for the teacher to approach them. 

While students are completing the test, the teacher should walk round the computer suite 
to check that they are progressing appropriately and that they are not having difficulty with 
the methods of answering questions. 

Unexpected incidents

Make a note of any unexpected incidents or interruptions. 

If there is a failure in your computer system while students are completing the test, it 
will not be possible to re-enter the test at the point at which the failure occurred. In this 
instance, students will need to start again. If students complete the test and responses are 
stored (that is, they have clicked the End Test button) and then the system fails, it will be 
possible to retrieve responses and reports from the GL Assessment back-up server. 
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The NGST Group Report

A group report will be available after testing and is made up of the following sections:

• Overview
This is a short introduction which describes the test content and how the test works.
This will be useful when sharing reports with colleagues who may not be familiar
with NGST.

• Why use NGST?
Again, this is a short section setting out the main uses of NGST.

• Relationship between NGST scores
This comprises a simple diagram showing how standard age scores (SAS), stanine
score and national percentile ranks relate to each other.

• Example results
This page shows an annotated version of the group report table with a glossary of
terms used.

• Group scores
Scores for the pre-determined group include SAS, stanines, group rank and national
percentile rank.
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• Analysis of group scores (all students)
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• Group demographic comparison with gender as the baseline
Up to two additional categories may be specified by the school. For example, these
could be for students with English as an additional language or those with special or
additional learning needs.
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